Why Art Matters - According to our Community Leaders
“No matter the art form – music, dance, painting, or something else entirely – some kind of art speaks to all of us.
We are fortunate to have the Chilliwack Cultural Centre as a place to bring people together through many different
art forms. It has been my pleasure to return to live shows at the The Centre, and I am looking forward to more!”

Membership Newsletter

Mayor Ken Popove - City of Chilliwack
“The showcasing of local talent and creativity, regularly on display at the Chilliwack Cultural Centre, is something we
can all take pride in. Providing a place where the community can gather and share in their love for arts, music, and
culture, has made our community richer.”

Mark Strahl - MP Chilliwack - Hope
“The arts bring us together and help make life a little brighter, and it is so wonderful that this year we’ve been able to
enjoy events in-person this year, and it’s especially wonderful to be able to return to the Chilliwack Cultural Centre.
The Chilliwack Arts and Cultural Centre Society work so hard to bring us quality entertainment and programs that
makes us cry, laugh, sing and most importantly, come together as a community. I’m glad to be a part of a government
that recognizes the importance of the arts sector and continues to support incredible organizations like this one.”

Dan Coulter - MLA Chilliwack
“Arts and Culture bring liveliness and depth to our communities, and we are so lucky here in Chilliwack to have this
gorgeous facility! Whether it’s live theatre, music, art classes, or any of the other programs and exhibitions that are
on offer throughout the year, the Chilliwack Cultural Centre brings people together and enriches our lives.”

Kelli Paddon - MLA Chilliwack - Kent
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The Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society is beyond thankful for the amazing relationship
we have with the City of Chilliwack. From Mayor Ken Popove and all the City Councilors right
through to the amazing gardeners and groundskeepers we are constantly supported by
this truly fantastic group of people. The staff of all of the City departments are
always there to advise us and help us work through issues that come up.
We simply cannot say it enough – Thank You!
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Notice is hereby given to all
members that the

Chilliwack Cultural Centre’s Facebook and Twitter accounts are constantly being monitored and updated.
Information pertaining to upcoming shows, art facts and events are added continually and video clips and photos
are always a big hit when posted. These platforms provided a fantastic means of communication with our
patrons and helps build awareness in our community about what Chilliwack Cultural Centre has to offer.
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Chilliwack Cultural Centre’s
Twelfth Annual General Meeting
Welcome to the twelfth edition of the Chilliwack
Arts & Cultural Centre Society members’ newsletter.
This newsletter is designed to help keep our society
members informed of what is going on behind the
scenes at the Chilliwack Cultural Centre.
The first order of business is to let you know about the
upcoming Annual General Meeting of the Members of
the Society. The AGM will be held at The Centre,
7:00pm on Thursday June 23, 2022. We encourage you
to participate and meet the members of the Board of
Directors of the organization.

The 88 Key Club
- raising funds for the Ron Goldfinch Piano
The vision for a new, world-class facility began two decades
ago and it was spurred on by a committee commissioned by
Chilliwack‘s City Council. Ron Goldfinch was one of the original
Directors on the Board for the Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre
Society and was known for his strong support for arts and
culture, believing in its potential and positive impact. While
Ron was still with us, he envisioned a fundraiser for a concert
grand piano by having community members sponsor the
purchase. The 88 Key Club is in place to realize Ron’s vision to
enable powerful performances sure to captivate audiences in
The Centre’s theatres. There are 51 keys, each worth $1000,
with donor recognition on them to date - help us fill up the
keyboard!

Membership in the
Chilliwack Arts &
Cultural Centre Society:

Take Your Seat!

The Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society operates
with a membership of fifty persons or less. Invitation
to apply for membership is directed at influential
members of the Chilliwack arts community as well as
local decision makers and Chilliwack area residents
with a strong commitment to community.

Remarkable sight lines characterize each and every seat
in The Centre‘s magnificent 575 seat HUB International
Theatre. Stylish, yet intimate, with simple elegant
architecture and a world-class stage, every performance
is an exciting and exhilarating experience. Each seat you
acquire with your $500 gift to the Chilliwack Arts & Culture
Centre Society will give you the rare privilege of being
connected with cultural excellence. Your seat’s chair arm
will feature your name or the name of a friend or loved
one you want to honour or memorialize in a beautiful
laser etched script. Visit The Centre’s website for more
information on how you can support.

The Society was formed by the City of Chilliwack to operate the physical facility of the Chilliwack Cultural Centre at arm’s length.
In addition to overseeing the physical plant, the Society also operates The Centre Box Office, programs a series of presentations
in the two theatres, and offers a wide range of arts and crafts instruction to ensure that all forms of the arts are available to
residents of the City of Chilliwack in their own community.
The Society supports the work of local not-for-profit arts
organizations including the Chilliwack Academy of Music,
Chilliwack Players’ Guild, Chilliwack School of Performing
Arts (CSOPA), Chilliwack Visual Artists Association,
Chilliwack Lions Club Music and Dance Festival and many
others. Because of this, the decision was made to strictly
limit the number of the members of the Society so that it
would not inadvertently draw members away from these
other extremely important local arts organizations.
The goal with member selection is two-fold; to have a
body of arts and community specific advisors that ensure
the Society does not lose sight of our mission, vision, and
community support; and to build up a body of interested
community members from whom future board members
may be selected.
As a member, we ask that you keep an eye on our
organization and raise questions with board members or
our executive staff when and if you think we are moving
in directions that no longer support our community.
We also ask that you advocate on behalf of the arts
and our organization in your dealings with other arts
organizations and the community at large.

“I feel fortunate to live in a community where artistic expression
and cultural experiences are so valued and nurtured. As we recover
from the pandemic, The Centre is once again a magnet for artistic
expression and cultural experiences in Chilliwack, a safe and
inclusive space for connection, inspiration, and self-expression.
I would like to convey the CACCS Board’s collective excitement about
meeting in person at this year’s AGM. The Board is looking forward
to connecting with Society members, providing an overview of our
work over the last year, and sharing a glimpse of our upcoming
plans.
See you in June!”

Janet Caroll

Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society - President

Arts & Crafts Classes
The Chilliwack Cultural Centre’s programming for Arts and Crafts classes
returned with an ever-increasing lineup of classes.
Trischa Buhler, the Society’s Arts Programs Manager, has been working
hard to develop The Centre’s classes and welcome back patrons to the
studios. She oversees and organizes all operations regarding classes, from
booking studios and ordering supplies to directing instructors and creating
detailed class schedules. Her efforts have been met with an enthusiasm
from returning patrons, who have been thrilled to choose from a variety of
classes to take.
From Clayworks to Wheel 1: Intro to Wheel in the Clay Studio, The Centre
has seen beautiful pieces that are unlike anything the studio has seen
before. Patrons have brought their creativity and passion, and willingness
to take on new mediums with classes such as Introduction to Oil Painting and
Drawing Light & Shade, to Knitting for Knewbies and Glass Mosaic. The art
classes were welcomed back with a steady rise in participation.
Alongside these well-loved classes, writing classes such as Poetic Beginnings
and Writer’s Workshop Wednesday have offered a new way to be creative
within the Centre. As well, Stó:lō Drum Making has taught students how to
make a 16” traditional hand drum, while also teaching some of the history and
stories of the Stó:lō people.
With summer fast approaching The Centre is busy getting ready for another fun
creative season of classes!

About the Chilliwack Cultural Centre
The Chilliwack Cultural Centre is a bold, beautiful facility with stunning architecture
housing two unique performance venues – The HUB International Theatre which seats 575 patrons
and the Rotary Hall Studio Theatre which accommodates 160 audience members
in a flexible “black box” space with retractable seating.
The O’Connor Group Art Gallery, music instruction studios, arts and crafts studios, meeting rooms,
and offices make this facility a wonderful home to the Chilliwack Arts &
Cultural Society and the Chilliwack Academy of Music.
Partnerships in the Cultural Centre include: The Chilliwack Academy of Music,
The Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society, The Chilliwack Players Guild,
The Chilliwack School of Performing Arts, The Chilliwack Lions Club Music & Dance Festival,
The Chilliwack Visual Artists Association, and The City of Chilliwack.

Vision Statement
To engage, inspire and educate by providing access to quality diverse visual
and performing arts, thereby enriching the quality of life in Chilliwack.

Mission Statement
To provide the community with a gathering place for creative expression, discovery,
imagination and inspiration on behalf of the City of Chilliwack. This will be achieved
by effective and sustainable operation of The Centre through presentations,
programs, and partnerships with the community.

Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society Board of Directors
Janet Carroll - President
Mark Evered - Vice President
Rick Paulding – Treasurer
Kim Lawrence – Secretary
“The pandemic has shown us how crucial the arts are to us as individuals
and to coming together as a community. Learning how to create art,
music, theatre, and many other art forms allows us to be inspired and
express ourselves in a unique way, and I’m happy that the classes at
the Chilliwack Cultural Centre will continue to provide positive artistic
experiences for everyone in our community.

Trischa Buhler

The Centre - Arts Programs Manager

We offer and bring in well-respected artists from all over the Lower
Mainland to offer demonstations and share their knowledge. We
continue to be a place where people come to find the avenue of
expression that best suits their personal story, which makes me very
proud to work here.”

Directors at Large
Melissa Geddes
Karen Ireland
Sylvie Murray
Aaron Pete
Cynthia Robinson
Jacquie Simpson

Ex-Officio

Jeff Shields – City Council Liaison
Ryan Mulligan – City Staff Liaison

Show Reel: 2021/22 Season Highlights

Fundraising

Due to the turbulent nature of COVID-19, The Society strived hard to navigate a constantly shifting environment. With the staff’s
dedication, The Society presented a show season, while still continuing to pivot with the many changes to the Public Health Order.
From limited patron capacity to social distancing within the theatre’s, The Centre proved its ability to take on the challenges of the
year and still provide the community with arts.

The Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society has taken on fundraising with great
enthusiasm and brilliant new ideas. For the last two years, The Centre has been in
fluctuating stages of function, from complete closure to varying degrees of operation.
Closing the doors and limiting events and gatherings has had an effect on patrons,
performers, creators, staff, volunteers and crews. Due to these turbulent times, an
arts recovery fundraiser came to fruition.

In total, twenty-one shows made it to the stage for the 2021/22 presentation season.
The season opened with Ballet Jörgen’s Creations in Isolation, a
stunning show inspired by the creativity and perseverance
that flourished in the face of the lockdown. The passionate
show launched the season that featured a spectacular lineup
of performances. From the beloved classical music series
to the gut-bustingly hilarious comedy series, the colourful
assortment of live entertainment that came to Chilliwack
showed how The Centre continually strives towards bringing
entertainment that everyone can enjoy.
The Classical Music series with the Bergmann Duo has become
a staple in the Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society’s
presentation season, the concerts becoming a favourite with
patrons. This season saw a change in bringing the series to a new
time in the afternoon. Elizabeth and Marcel Bergmann enchanted
audiences with their brilliant piano presentations, as well as
featuring two guest performers, Emma Ringrose, and Jasper
Wood, who stunned and delighted with the addition of an oboe and violin.
As well as classical music, The Centre saw a range of musical performances for the presentation season.
An Evening with Sinatra set the tone for the holiday season, taking audiences on a sentimental and
nostalgic musical journey. Through the power of a 17-piece Big Band and crooner Steve Maddock, they
brought holiday favourites in an ode to Frank Sinatra. The musical journey only started there, because
Winter Harp returned with one of holiday season’s most beloved shows. Medieval splendour and
dazzling music swept audiences into a magical world, bringing nothing but joy and Christmas spirit.
The Society presented performances from The Marc Atkinson Trio, one of the world’s most
captivating and virtuosic string trios, as well as The Celtic Tenors, the charismatic trio that performed
a beautiful blend of Celtic harmonies and contemporary songs. As well, the Boomerang series made
its return, highlighting local youth musicians within the community. Boomerang had four local
performers create their own show, filling each performance with a lineup of unique musicians. There
was never a dull moment as Boomerang brought a spectacular mix of folk, lo-fi, hard rock, jazz,
country and k-pop.
Alongside the music series, the theatre series brought memorable shows
that kept patrons on the edge of their seats. Grease was an exciting mix
of flamenco and tap dance, when the Pink Ladies and T-Birds swept the
audience up into their adventures of romance, friendship and rivalries.
Screwball Comedy also came to Chilliwack, a hilarious show where
Mary Hayes set her eyes on breaking into the male-dominated world of
newspaper journalism in the 30s.
The theatres were filled with laughter as The Comic Strippers returned,
this time Fully Clothed! An unforgettable evening of comedy took over
The Centre as this unscripted show was filled with on-stage antics and
highlighted the incredible improvisation skills of this well-loved comedy
troupe. It didn’t stop there, as Geek Enders arrived with Pokémon-a-gogo, a comedy burlesque strung through in glitter and scantily clad dancebattles.
The exciting mix of performances showed the resilience and need of the
arts in the face of the pandemic. It showed just how a show could inspire
and uplift.

Purple Haze: Arts Recovery Fundraiser is a way to support The Centre and provides
a special opportunity for its patrons. Purple Haze will be our first offsite fundraiser
and it will be taking place at the beautiful Windward Lavender farm in the Columbia
Valley. This event will be smaller in numbers and offers a unique opportunity for
its guests, their ticket purchase also includes a donation to The Centre.

“Planning a fundraiser during COVID is a challenging undertaking.
Our committee and board decided to play it safe and plan an outdoor
event with an intimate and friendly atmosphere, something we’ve
all been missing. The feeling we are after is a throwback to a music
festival, where people can come together and the energy is warm and
welcoming.
Meeting the Vasilash’s, the family that owns Windward Lavender, was
a dream come true. They generously offered their stunning property
for our event, loving the opportunity to share the experience of giving
back with their children. The colour of the lavender flowers inspired the
idea of Purple Haze. A sunset on a summer evening with friends, groovy
tunes, gourmet pizza and celebratory beverages sounded perfect. Our
community came on board and sponsored this event like no other. We
are excited to offer our guests a vital role in the recovery efforts of the
Chilliwack Cultural Centre.””

Jacquie Simpson

The Centre - Interim Executive Director

Growth
With the Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society’s vision statement at the forefront
of everyone’s minds, this year has been one where the push to truly provide a diverse
setting that enriches the quality of life in Chilliwack has become unquestionable.

“Some of the things we’ve been doing to try and diversify the people in
The Centre, via patrons, performers, staff and volunteers, that have been
through shows as well as classes. For performers, when I went to Pacific
Contact, the BC Touring Council’s annual showcase and booking conference
for the performing arts, to find shows to finish our 2022/23 season, I
went with a specific goal in mind, that we have more indigenous or BIPOC
performers.
With recent staff additions, we’ve been very fortunate in who applied and
how they were absolutely the right fit for those positions; as we have been
able to bring on more diverse backgrounds and ethnicities to our team.
The acknowledgement of the land that we are on and the people we’re
representing is at the forefront of every Board Meeting and show, in
addition to the acknowledgement that we need to be doing more.”

Theresia Reid

The Centre - Operations Manager

