FROM: CHILLIWACK ARTS &
CULTURAL CENTRE SOCIETY
9201 Corbould Street, Chilliwack BC V2P 4A6
Contact: Ann Goudswaard, Marketing Manager
T: 604.392.8000, ext.103
E: ann@chilliwackculturalcentre.ca
W: www.chilliwackculturalcentre.com
March 13, 2017
High Resolution photo: The Irrelevant Show.jpg
Description: The Irrelevant Show actors (left to right): Neil Grahn, Jana O’Connor,
Mark Meer, and Donovan Workun.
Photo Credit: N/A

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Irrelevant Show — Canadian comedy at its
finest
CHILLIWACK, BC — From sketches about Star Wars, to arguing that tights are not
pants, to what a goalie thinks about when the puck is at the other end of the ice,
CBC’s The Irrelevant Show has touched on just about every part of popular culture.
On March 21 the award winning show is bringing its top sketches to the Chilliwack
Cultural Centre for a hilarious night of Canadian comedy.
The Irrelevant Show is normally produced in Edmonton, but this touring version
includes only the best and a live production — no recording. This means less technical
problems or need for doing retakes, and more opportunity to interact with the
audience and share the stories behind some of the sketches. “We find the audience
laughs louder and longer at our best of shows,” actor and head writer Neil Grahn said.

It also means the actors have a chance to revisit and improve on some of their
favourites. “We get to hone them and make them even funnier,” Grahn said. “A lot of
times the difference between funny and gut-busting is a pause, or a different take on
a line. The best of show allows us to build on what we did in the initial recording.”
Grahn will be joined by actors Mark Meer, Jana O’Connor, and Donovan Workun, Dave
Clarke, the “sound effects guy” and “sound sculptor extraordinaire,” and Peter
Brown, the show’s director and producer. This team has won the show two Canadian
Comedy awards and a medal for Best Regularly Scheduled Comedy Program at the
New York Festivals, and they are the reason it has become one of CBC Radio’s most
successful comedy shows with 750,000 listeners each week.
With the show being in its seventh season and having recorded around 700 episodes,
cutting it down to the top five per cent wasn’t an easy task. “The first phase, where I
chose the finalists, was really fun. It was great fun going through our old shows and
being reminded of sketches I loved and that I’d forgotten. A lot of ‘oh THAT one!!’
moments,” Brown said. “But the narrowing down to an evening’s worth of sketches
was VERY hard. We could do a second and probably a third evening of greatest hits — I
ended up putting together a lineup that offers a real range of material, and features
the actors in as many combinations as possible.”
More than anything, the team is looking forward to sharing their favourite sketches
with the rest of Canada — everything from award winning “Bee Circus” to the ever
popular “NHL player thanks hockey fans for telling him to shoot the puck.” “This is
really exciting for us,” said Brown. “This will have more laughs per minute than any
show we’ve done before. It’ll have a great, loose feel — more of a party than a CBC
taping.”
The show is embarking on a Canada-wide tour, with the Chilliwack Cultural Centre
being its first performance. “This has been a long time in the works, and it’s
happening because Michael Cade encouraged us to stage this kind of show,” said
Brown. “So I’m doubly exited to launch this show in Chilliwack — it means a lot to me
personally and I’m glad Chilliwack is our first stop in British Columbia.”

The Irrelevant Show is coming to the Chilliwack Cultural Centre’s HUB International
Theatre on March 21 at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $35 for adults, $32 for seniors, $30 for
youth, and can be purchased at the Centre Box Office, online at
www.chilliwackculturalcentre.ca, or by calling 604-391-SHOW(7469).
The Irrelevant Show is sponsored by: The Chilliwack Progress, the Department of
Canadian Heritage, the British Columbia Arts Council, the Province of British
Columbia, the City of Chilliwack, and Chilliwack Best Western Rainbow Inn.
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Chilliwack Cultural Centre
Owned by the City of Chilliwack, the Cultural Centre houses two unique performance venues,
an art gallery, music instruction studios, arts and crafts studios, meeting rooms, offices, and
is home to the Chilliwack Academy of Music and the O’Connor Group Art Gallery. Since
opening in 2010, over 290,000 tickets have been sold through the Centre Box Office, with a
value exceeding $4,280,000. The Centre is overseen by The Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre
Society on behalf of the City.
Chilliwack Cultural Centre highlights:







597 seat performance theatre
168 seat recital hall / rehearsal space / dance studio / meeting space
Chilliwack Art gallery (22-foot high display area)
21 music instructional rooms
Arts, crafts and performance studios
Storage and Archival Resource Room

Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society Board of Directors
Doug Wickers - President
Jordan Forsyth – Vice President
Janet Carroll – Secretary

Nancy Hagglov - Treasurer
Directors at Large
John Blessin
Michael Hamilton-Clark
Karen Ireland
Robin Klassen
Nigel Lennie
Jacquie Simpson
Ex-officio
Sue Attrill – City Council Liaison
Ryan Mulligan – City Staff Liaison
Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society Partners
City of Chilliwack
Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society
Chilliwack Academy of Music
Chilliwack Lions Club
Chilliwack Players Guild
Chilliwack School of Performing Arts
Chilliwack Visual Artists Association
The Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society is registered under the British Columbia
Society Act as a not-for-profit society (society number S-54973), and is a registered Canadian
charitable organization under the Canadian Charities Directorate. (Charity number 805742897
RR0001)
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